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presumption. Plots took shape, dissolved, re-formed, round some
of the most illustrious names in the land. One, involving a plan
by some servants of the Earl of Arundel, Norfolk's father-in-law
and a late pretender to the Queen's hand, "to shoot him with a
dag from out of a shop," was serious enough to engross the
judicial attention of the Privy Council itself. It was lucky for
Robert that political assassination had become an obsolete art in
England.
Yet if he were not to die someone had to ... it was incon-
ceivable that the triangle could endure indefinitely. At the first
outbreak of the scandal the previous April Amy had been reported
as likely to settle the difficulty by succumbing to "a malady in
one of her breasts" from which she " has been ailing for some
time." Over seven months had elapsed and the cancer, if cancer
there was, had apparently made no progress. Then after his
deception in November the new Spanish Ambassador de Quadra
wrote straight out to Philip II:
" I have heard from a person who is accustomed to giving me
veracious news that Lord Robert has sent to poison his wife.
Certainly all that the Queen will do with us in the matter
of her marriage is only keeping the country engaged with
words until this wicked deed is consummated."
Apparently superfluous wives were as hard to kill in England
as mischievous upstarts. At the end of March, 1560, Amy still
lived. Yet Robert, "who is assuming every day a more masterful
part in affairs" had just as surely not abated his designs: it even
got about that he " told somebody, who has not kept silent, that
he will be in a very different position a year from now, if he
lived. . . ." He may have meant no more than that Elizabeth had
promised him the earldom he craved, but in the circumstances
the unguarded remark naturally set all hearers to exploring for
some possible middle road between abject resignation and out-
right murder. And to finding it in the precedent twice set by
Henry VIII. "They say he is thinking of divorcing his wife."
If he was he soon thought better of it; though it is unlikely
that he could for a moment have so utterly deceived himself as
to what the people and the Church of England would stand for.
There matters stood for a few months while affairs in Scotland
claimed the general attention. On March apth an English force